Moray eel attack in the tropics: a case report and review of the literature.
As more people use the oceans for recreational purposes, encounters with potentially dangerous sea creatures are becoming more common. We report the case of a scuba diver bitten by a moray eel off the coast of Cuba. The diver received an extensive crush avulsion injury with near loss of his right upper arm. A review of the existing literature identifies the significant characteristics of such attacks. Given the potential seriousness and complications of these attacks, a greater awareness among both treating physicians and emergency personnel may improve overall management of injuries. In addition, greater respect for moray eels among divers and other ocean users may decrease the likelihood of serious eel encounters.